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WELCOME TO THE QUARTERLY PMAA NEWSLETTER 

THE PASSING OF JIM DANIEL. 

 

 

Sadly, Jim passed away early March.  He had been unwell for a few months and was never 

able to overcome his illness. 

 

Jim was one of our long standing members and a life member who contributed greatly to the 

Port Macquarie Astronomical Association 

(PMAA).  He was a member for over 50 years 

and we were very fortunate he shared with us 

his knowledge and passion for astronomy. 

 

Jim also assisted the committee to bridge the 

rich history of the club with our vision for the 

future, which is to build a new Science Centre.   

  

Jim will stay in our hearts forever. 
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OUR NEW PROJECT… We finally have our DA!  
By Chris Ireland 

  

FROM THIS  

 

 

 

 

 

TO THIS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

See link for more details:     

https://spaces.hightail.com/receive/JGHr6bqkpg 

Most of you will be aware that we had submitted our visionary Plan for a new Observatory/

Science Centre to Port Macquarie Hastings Council. The concept was submitted under the 

heading of “Community Facility” with the plans and schematic drawings as displayed in the 

observatory building. 

Our DA has been approved (Wednesday25th March) unanimously and unopposed by the Port 

Macquarie Hastings Council.  

We now have received the written, signed consent. 

This is a fantastic achievement for the PMAA! 

Although we are currently closed for operations, be assured that our visionary project con-

tinues to be pursued by your committee with an objective to complete it somewhere about 

2025-27. 

Offers of help and support, where you can, will be gratefully accepted.  

https://spaces.hightail.com/receive/JGHr6bqkpg
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TRAINING SESSIONS:  

Our first training sessions held on 7 and 14th of February, were very well attended. 

 

REACHING OUT TO THE COMMUNITY 

Chris Francis’s talk to the members of the Probus Oxley Club on 12th February was a suc-

cess and here are some of their comments: 

 
“I am delighted to report that Probus Oxley members were very appreciative of Chris’s presentation 
They found him to be an excellent speaker delivering his message with humour and great deal of knowledge. 
Going on the number of questions and helpful suggestions from the members I would say his visit was 
very successful. 
On behalf of the members of Probus Oxley we wish the Astronomical Association all the best for your ongoing  
endeavours to build the amazing new observatory (the public toilets being an added bonus)” 
 
 

MARRIAGE PROPOSAL UNDER THE STARS! 

It happened in January 2020 at the end of Robert’s presentation. A very excited visitor proposed 

to her partner under the cheers of the entire auditorium! 

 MEMBERS’ NIGHT: 31 JANUARY  

Kicked off with a BBQ on Rotary Park followed by a Q&A sessions on the dimming of Betel-

geuse and aboriginal astronomy. 

 

 

 

 

 

CAFÉ ASTRONOMY: 1 FEBRUARY  

Raymond Pincott a Master Mariner who trains  

mariners in Celestial Navigation, talked to us 

about magnetic compasses. A very interesting, 

informative presentation. 
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A HELPING HAND - By David Edgerley    

 

PMAA member David Edgerley volunteered at the Wauchope Blaze 

Aid Camp for 2 months. 

 

Blaze Aid is a volunteer organisation established over 10 years ago 

to assist people on the land to contain their stock animals after 

natural disasters such as a fire or flood, and having their fencing 

burnt or washed away. Everyone working in Blaze Aid is a volunteer and it is entirely funded 

by donations.  

 

At the Wauchope camp, opened in January, we had 100 claims from landholders and have 

completed about one third of the fencing jobs. The camp is now reduced to 8 people who are 

maintaining it while we are in isolation during the Coronavirus outbreak.  We will return to 

work on fencing when the authorities allow us to do that. 

 

The most rewarding part of volunteering for Blaze Aid, is when you see someone who is down 

and out under the burden of the fire, come to life again and smile and joke with you as their 

new fence gets built. 

 
 

PROFESSOR FRED WATSON - PATRON OF PMAA 

We are delighted to let you know that Professor Fred Watson has accepted our invitation 

to be the patron of PMAA. 
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THE TEMPORARY CLOSURE OF THE OBSVERVATORY 

PMAA has decided to suspend all the activities and Open Nights until further notice in or-

der to contribute to slowing down the spread of the coronavirus. 

 

KEEP SAFE AND HEALTHY 

The best web sites for staying informed about current restrictions are: 
  
www.health.gov.au            and              www.nsw.gov.au/covid-19 

Also, during these challenging times apart from staying informed, you can:  

 

 Stay Connected:  By ringing or emailing family and importantly your friends. 

  

Stay Active: Do an exercise routine and on fine days spend a bit of time outside where 

you can get some fresh air, sunshine and vitamin D. 

  

Stay Positive 

 

INTERESTING LINKS FOR YOU TO HAVE A LOOK AT: 

This is why Earth, surprisingly, is the densest object in our solar system - Forbes:   

https://www.forbes.com/sites/startswithabang/2020/03/31/this-is-why-earth-surprisingly-is-the-

densest-object-in-our-solar-system/  

In exactly a year our knowledge of the cosmos will change forever. This is the $10 billion 

reason - Forbes 

https://www.forbes.com/sites/jamiecartereurope/2020/03/29/in-exactly-a-year-our-knowledge-of-the-

cosmos-will-change-forever-this-is-the-10-billion-reason/ 

We found the world's oldest asteroid strike in Western Australia. It might have trig-

gered a global thaw  

http://theconversation.com/we-found-the-worlds-oldest-asteroid-strike-in-western-australia-it-might-

have-triggered-a-global-thaw-130192  
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http://theconversation.com/we-found-the-worlds-oldest-asteroid-strike-in-western-australia-it-might-have-triggered-a-global-thaw-130192
http://theconversation.com/we-found-the-worlds-oldest-asteroid-strike-in-western-australia-it-might-have-triggered-a-global-thaw-130192

